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Suggestions from Steve:  #10
A Positive Attitude Keeps Music Fun

What is something all dedicated musicians have in common?  The answer:  practicing.  Practicing is the process whereby all musicians apply their skills in musical studies in a daily or semi-regular routine.  Practicing is the vehicle whereby a musician can solidify and improve upon his or her musical skills and to learn how to play music of all kinds and styles.  

Some music students develop a negative attitude towards practicing—they perceive it as hard work, which it can be, and a distraction from something they think will be more fun.  My philosophy reflects another viewpoint, however, because I think about how fortunate we are as musicians to have the opportunity and skills to express ourselves in this magical way.  Moreover, what is wrong with working hard on something that can bring you so much joy and a sense of true accomplishment when you learn a new piece, perfect a song that you’re working on, and perform it for others (and yourself for that matter)? 

1.

One’s ability or inability to appreciate and develop their musical skills and talent is largely dependent upon their attitude and perception.  Simply stated, if you have a positive attitude about your musical studies, you probably will think creating and learning music is fun—not an unpleasant chore that you have to fulfill.  

Instead of looking for excuses not to practice, you will now try to create opportunities to practice and perform music.

One of the keys to my success is that I always felt that I was accomplishing something meaningful to me when I applied myself and was committed to improving my musical talents.  In essence, the better I became the more fun I had and the more pride I took in my music.  I believe that you will find that this principle can be applied to many things in your life, which will result in being more productive and having more fun in your endeavors.  

Keep your attitude positive!  Take pride in yourself and your music and have fun!  Remember:  music is fun and a true celebration of life!
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