Suggestions from Steve:  #14  [image: image1.jpg]



Hit the Hard Spots First

When you are in the process of perfecting a piece you’ve been working on, practice the most difficult passages first.  Oftentimes, students tend to focus their practicing on the passages they do well, but shortchange those sections they find difficult.  This results in a piece that alternates between strong and weak passages, which leaves the music sounding under practiced and inconsistent.  

The primary reason that students postpone working on the difficult sections of a piece of music is that they simply can’t do it and they find it frustrating.  They will, however, keep replaying the parts of the music they can play, which is more fun and satisfying, while essentially bypassing the harder parts.  The problem with this methodology is that the song never gets completed in its entirety, because it lacks note(s) and or rhythmic accuracy and consistency.  In essence, the student has added yet another unfinished piece to their incomplete repertoire.
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So, how does someone avoid the musical pitfalls of glossing over the hard parts?  Firstly, the student should be strongly encouraged to methodically practice the most challenging sections first, while their concentration level is highest.  Secondly, the student needs to develop the discipline to learn the most challenging areas of the music.  

The student will undoubtedly need to learn how to deal with their frustration as they work through the difficult passage(s).  Finally, the student needs to see the broader picture, which is that the entire piece needs to be learned, not just the sections they may like or can play with relative ease.  The concept is completeness versus incompleteness—we prefer the completed version.
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