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The Responsibilities and Expectations of 

Reliable Music Ensemble Members

1. Make sure that your instrument and equipment is in good working condition.

Make certain that your instrument and/or gear is well maintained and is not malfunctioning prior to a rehearsal or a concert.  If it is not working properly, take it to a credible music repair shop and get it fixed promptly.  If you are using school equipment and it is in need of repairs, notify your director so that he/she can have it fixed at their earliest convenience.  You need to be able to rely on your equipment just as your director/conductor relies upon your participation during rehearsals and concerts.

2. Be punctual!

Simply put, show up on time for rehearsals and concerts.  Being punctual is a highly regarded trait within an ensemble.  Showing up on time demonstrates that you are reliable and that you care about the music. 

3. Practice your music prior to a rehearsal.

Come to rehearsals prepared to play your parts accurately.  Rehearsals are not the time to first look at your parts, unless you’re reading new music.  So, take your music home and practice it!  Show respect to the music, the director, the band, and to yourself by attending rehearsals prepared to play your parts to the best of your ability.  Remember:  preparation requires prior planning.  Also, take care of your music and keep it in a safe place.

4. Show respect and consideration to the music director.

The music director/conductor is the leader of the ensemble and should be respected at all times.  Never disrespect the director during a rehearsal, or for that matter, at any time.  If you have an issue to discuss with the director, schedule an appointment outside of the rehearsal and calmly express your concerns to him or her.  It is; of course, appropriate to consult the director about musical questions during the course of the rehearsal.
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5. Be collegial to your band members and have a great attitude.

It is always in good form to be a well liked and considerate band member.  Avoid venting your frustrations on or to other members of the band.  If there is an issue that requires attention, that is the job of the director, or if so designated, the section leader who reports directly to the director.  Collegiality is something that will stand you in good stead throughout the remainder of your life regardless of your chosen profession.  Demonstrating good manners and genuine concern for others will build camaraderie within the ensemble, which will translate into better performances by the band—and it will make it much more enjoyable for everyone.  Remember:  people like to work with people that they like!

6. Attend or schedule regular sectional rehearsals.

Ensembles benefit greatly from sectional (brass, woodwind, rhythm section) rehearsals outside of the scheduled classroom hours.  Make it a priority to attend these special rehearsals, or if you’re a section leader, schedule sectional rehearsals, which will benefit the entire ensemble. 

7. Dress appropriately for concerts and other performances.

If the director has instituted a specific uniform or dress code for the band, make absolutely certain that you wear the appropriate clothing.  If you need to have a uniform cleaned or your band attire dry-cleaned, take care of it well in advance of the performance.

8. Notify the director immediately if you will be unable to attend a rehearsal or concert.  

Sometimes, circumstances arise (illness, family emergency) that preclude you from attending a scheduled rehearsal or concert.  In this event, contact the director and inform him or her about this at your earliest convenience.  If you are unable to contact the director, have a family member do it for you.  In the event you are unable to contact the director, leave a phone message and an email message.  It probably would be wise to have one of your ensemble friends also communicate this information to the director on your behalf.

9. Give every performance/concert 110% of your musical ability.

Strive for the ultimate musical expression you are capable of during a concert or performance.  Of course, you should also bring this level of intensity to all the rehearsals.  You’ve worked hard during rehearsals, so go for it during your performances and inspire others to do so as well.

10. Go the extra mile for the band—be a helper and team player.

All ensembles require extra assistance in one way or another such as:  setting up or tearing down the stage; distributing or picking up music; making phone calls on behalf of the band; assisting at a jazz festival, etc.  Be a helper and donate your time and effort to the band—it will be greatly appreciated and besides, it’s the right thing to do.
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