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Suggestions from Steve:  #46
You're Rich for What You Give Unto Others
and

You're Poor for What You Selfishly Keep to Yourself
Have you noticed that some people are innately generous, while others are naturally selfish?  Why do you suppose that certain individuals can't do enough acts of kindness for other people, while others are terribly self-centered and uncharitable?  These are perplexing questions, which undoubtedly have complex answers.

In the music business, it often feels like most people only look out for themselves, as opposed to also thinking about the welfare of their peers.  These folks are really not interested in anyone except themselves--quite narcissistic in their actions and viewpoint of the world.  Some musicians share ideas while others guard their musical knowledge with the utmost secrecy.  Many years ago when I became a teacher, I had to decide what kind of teacher I was going to be.  Would I divulge only limited information, or would I share the totality of what I'd learned throughout the years?  This wasn't really a 'crisis' decision for me, as I wanted my students to benefit from all of my experience and knowledge--not just a portion of it.  By doing so, I've become enriched by what I've shared with others, as opposed to being 'diminished' by jealously guarding my information. 

 I've been fortunate to see tremendous musical growth in many of my students because they were privy to the knowledge that I acquired over time.  You see, I want them to possess the vital information that is relevant to their musical evolution, not be lacking musical knowledge that may prevent them from realizing their dreams and career goals.

Performing musicians are a curious species.  By this, I'm saying that it's been my experience that the musical performer in society thinks first and foremost about himself or herself.  In a way, they are "haunted" by the prospect of measuring their success or failure against that of their peers.  Questions such as the following are played over time-and-again in their minds--obsessing about their perceptions of what they do or do not have happening in their careers:

1.)  Am I more musically successful than him?  Is he a potential 'threat' to my popularity and will he take my gigs away from me? 

2.)  Why does she have performances that I don't have?  Don't they realize that I'm just as talented?  How come she gets all the performing opportunities that I also deserve to get?

3.)  I wonder how much money he makes on his gigs versus what I make on my performances?

4.)  My music is just as good as his--why aren't they playing my songs on the radio, too?

Now, imagine if one of these individuals actually becomes "popular or successful" in the music field--locally; regionally; nationally or internationally.  After years of struggling and "paying their dues" (musician term for enduring years of toil and struggles), does it occur to this individual to consider helping his or her friends, peers or students that are also in need of assistance with advancing their careers?  

Unfortunately, in most instances, the answer is a deafening no!  Now that they've become successful, have they all-of-of-sudden become generous and benevolent to others--probably not.  These self-absorbed people are typically not the people the bible refers to as "Their brothers' keeper."  For them, their motto continues to be "one or none!"   Many years ago, I actually had a peer performer tell me that "He felt badly when good things happened to other people."  Wow!  Needless to say, I was literally stunned to learn of his "small heart" and petty mindset.  I guess it's one thing to think such things, but can you imagine actually telling someone something so abhorrent?  However, he was just another in a long list of performing musicians that viewed the world from the perspective of how everything affects them--truly sad.  I suspect that most performers have felt this way at one point or another--oblivious to the plight of their fellow musicians.

I suspect that I, too, have not always been as generous to others as I could have been.  However, as I matured, I became more aware of and sensitized to the struggles and frustrations of other people--not just musicians.  I discovered that we are all sharing common experiences (some good, some bad) in life--not just in music.  Now, if I have the opportunity to advance someone's career, I do it--I don't think about whether or not it helps or hurts my career.  I do so, because I know it's the right thing to do--it's the correct way to behave toward my fellow man.  If someone ultimately reciprocates because I helped them out, great.  If not, perhaps that person needs to learn how to give and not just receive.  

The way people treat each other in this life will never change for the better until people generously give of themselves unto their fellow man.  

For too long now, we have lived the self-centered philosophy of the "Me Generation."  Is this who we really are?  Are we really only concerned with ourselves?  Don't we care about other people and how they live--their frustrations and struggles?  I'd really like to think that we are better than that--that we are capable of treating others with more care and concern.  Have we already taken the "human" out of humanity?  Remember, "You're rich for what you give unto others, and you're poor for what you selfishly keep to yourself."  When your life is over, how do you really want to be remembered?  Will people say that you were a kind; decent; honest and "generous" person, or will they say you were petty; envious; insecure and selfish?  Only you truly know the answer to that question...but I'd seriously reevaluate your priorities while you still have time.
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