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Suggestions from Steve:  #56

Just Learn the Notes

If it isn't obvious, it certainly should be--in order to become a versatile and well-educated musician, you must learn the musical notes as they appear within the 'grand staff' in both the treble and bass clefs.  How do you expect to play the correct notes within the music if you don't know what the notes are?  Although there are many methods to help you learn the musical notes relative to their positions within the grand staff, it is ultimately your responsibility to study note names and note placement so you don't have to pause indefinitely while struggling to play the music.

Failing to know the names of musical notes and their positions within the staff is a tremendous stumbling block in your overall music education.  Those students who resist learning the notes and where they occur in their correct registers can become 'musically literate' with proper training.  For instance, some students use music flash cards to learn the note names.  Others use sophisticated, yet practical computer programs, which helps them learn the notes.  Some students prefer using a resource book such as a music textbook or theory book.  Finally, certain students find that writing the notes out on music manuscript paper to be the best method when learning the notes.  

Whatever method a student uses, he or she should strive to learn the notes so that they retain the information in a quick and efficient manner--it should be an automatic mental process.  Many students have difficulty learning the extreme high-and-low notes that are written on 'ledger lines,' but those too, can be learned if the individual practices saying, playing and writing those notes out on manuscript paper on a consistent basis. 

Once a student learns the musical notes and where they appear within the 'grand staff,' real progress can now be made on their instrument.  So, spend some extra time learning the notes--it isn't as hard as you think and your musical skills will improve immeasurably.
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