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Suggestions from Steve:  #66
Travel is Timely

Do you aspire to become a professional performing musician?  Well, if you do, I certainly hope that you like to travel.  There is a reason why traveling musicians have earned the moniker--'road warriors.'  You see, road-warrior musicians essentially live on the road--they travel constantly from one gig to the next in various cities nationwide and in other parts of the world.  These individuals earn the majority of their income from performing in all sorts of venues including festivals; concert halls; clubs; etc.  These musicians are an 'elite' group that mostly travel by day and perform by night, but they have certainly caught the infamous 'red-eye' flights on many occasions.  The following story concerns a brief tour I recently made--hope that you enjoy it.
My travel day started on Thursday, October 25, 2007 at 6:30 am C.S.T. in Omaha, Nebraska, in preparation for a 9:05 am flight to Chicago.  After arriving at Midway airport via a 'bumpy' descent into Chicago, I then departed Chicago on a two-hour-and-forty-minute flight to Ft. Myers, Florida, where I'd be performing and presenting clinics at the 12th annual Jazz on the Green, Southwest Florida's premier jazz event, which is a smooth jazz festival/fundraiser for the  Children's Hospital of Southwest Florida.  

During my stay in Florida, I'd be giving 'command performances' for the children at the hospital (Friday morning, October 26, 2007); headlining the pre-party festivities with a one hour solo vibraphone performance at the Colony Golf and Country Club in nearby Bonita Springs, Florida (Friday evening, October 26th, 2007); and presenting three clinics for children of all ages that would be attending the festival (Saturday afternoon and evening, October 27th, 2007) in nearby Estero, Florida.  Needless to say, it appeared to be...and was, a busy two-day itinerary.

I arrived in Ft. Myers, Florida, around 4:15 pm E.S.T on Thursday, October 25, 2007 and was then driven to my hotel, the Hyatt Regency at Coconut Point, in Bonita Springs, Florida, which was approximately a 20-25 minute ride from the airport.  After I'd checked into my hotel room, called my sons and had eaten dinner, I had an evening meeting with the lady who had hired me for the event.  After that, I adjourned to my room; called my wife; watched a little television and got organized for an early Friday morning, which began my series of performances and clinics during my two days in Florida. 

 The following list depicts some of the many details that I took care of in Omaha months before I left for Florida:

1.)  Placed and returned many phone calls and emails to the festival (Jazz on the Green) organizers regarding my itinerary and incidental issues.

2.)  Had numerous correspondences with Ludwig-Musser, a division of the Conn-Selmer Music Company about underwriting my appearance at the event and the shipment of the vibes.

3.)  Did endless individual music preparation (practicing), interspersed with my regular teaching schedule and family responsibilities.

4.)  Wrote a four-page clinic paper and xeroxed 130 copies for those people attending my clinics.

5.)  Recorded, mixed and mastered a new rhythm-section backing track for my concert performance.  This work was done at two different recording studios.

6.)  Shopped for new clothes for the event--rather costly, but necessary.

7.)  Shipped 100 CD's to Florida in advance of the festival.

8.)  Downloaded all my backing tracks onto two different IPODS.

9.)  Purchased inexpensive hand-percussion instruments that would be used by the children attending my clinics, which I managed to pack into my suitcase.

Obviously, traveling means being musically prepared for the venue...prior to the event!  However, you still have to deal with the issue of the traveling itself.  My flight into-and-out-of Chicago was pretty bumpy--so was my departure from the Ft. Myers airport and two very dubious landings.  I have found that very few flyers enjoy turbulence, and I'm certainly one of those individuals.  Traveling can be a fatiguing and somewhat nerve-racking experience, especially when you factor in weather conditions; cancelled or postponed flights; making deadlines; safety concerns; cost of the flight(s); interruption of your daily routine; etc.  Moreover, if you're like me, you may very well be traveling alone, which for many people has limited appeal.  Oh, I almost forgot, lost luggage happens all-too-frequently these days.  Perhaps this is why you are seeing more people carry-on their smaller suitcases. In addition, many touring artists' travel by tour bus, which has its positive and negative aspects.  Indeed, the world of the traveling musician can be frustrating; exhausting; challenging and yes, even rewarding.

Everything went extremely well during my Florida tour, but I was very busy during the event and quite exhausted when I returned home to Omaha, Nebraska.  It is always great to come home to your family after an out-of-town performance(s).

So, do you still want to be a traveling musician?  Let's face it, it's not necessarily an uncomplicated existence.  However, what's your alternative--never venturing outside your limited 'comfort zone'?  I can guarantee you that your performing career will be severely limited if you don't travel.  Maybe the less complicated, non-traveling musical lifestyle is more appealing to you.  But, if you desire to take your music to the masses and to see the world, perhaps you too, will one day become a 'road warrior'.  
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