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Suggestions from Steve:  #74
Preparing a CD

I am currently in the throes of the beginning stages of my third CD, which is as of yet, untitled.  As I once again prepare the endless details for this CD, I am reminded of the seemingly insurmountable tasks I must complete before, during and after the completion of the CD, which must be accomplished before I release it to the public.  Although I find this a daunting task, I must frequently remind myself how much I enjoy the finished product when everything is complete.  For those of you who are either contemplating making a CD, or are currently working on a CD, hopefully you will find my suggestions and insights helpful throughout your musical quest.

The first consideration when making a CD involves the financing of it.  Roughly speaking, how much will it cost to make and promote the CD is of paramount importance.  Otherwise, you may find yourself short of funds, which will derail the completion of the CD.  If you are going to use a studio outside of your home, reserving studio time to record the CD costs money; paying musicians to play on the CD costs money; mixing and mastering the CD costs money; the art work costs money; duplicating the CD costs money and promoting the CD costs a lot of money.  So, be prepared to spend a considerable amount of money in financing the CD project.

One of the most time-consuming and frustrating aspects of making a CD is coordinating everyone's schedule.  If you involve freelance musicians in the CD project, be prepared to wait until all of your musicians are free to either rehearse or record the song(s)--even if you're paying them.  Currently, I'm waiting for one of my rhythm sections to be available to rehearse the three pieces that they will record.  If I am unable to coordinate their busy schedules with my schedule, I must then decide if I need to replace one or more of them in order to advance the process.  Ultimately, I can't wait forever, especially if I have a certain release date in mind for the CD.

Probably the most important thing to consider when making a CD, is to have your music written and properly prepared for rehearsals.  I go the extra-mile to avoid wasting my musicians' time with incomplete songs or incomplete parts to the various songs.  During the preparation and actual recording process, freelance musicians strongly prefer that all of the musical details are worked out prior to the start of rehearsals.  Although certain musical suggestions are interjected during rehearsals and are often considered for inclusion within the arrangement of a song(s), the overall concept, which includes all the musical parameters, are best finalized before rehearsals commence.

Making a CD is a multi-faceted experience--a unique blend of the creative mixed with the practical.  It is important to remember this throughout the entire process, because so many details need to be accounted for when making a CD.  

Copyright 2008 Steve Raybine

All Rights Reserved

