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Repertoire’s Require Maintenance

A “repertoire” is a collection of musical pieces/songs that you have learned from memory, which can be performed at any time or in any situation.  The beauty of possessing a repertoire is that you can perform for people when the situation arises.  No longer will you have to say to someone, “I don’t know any pieces and I can’t play for you.”  With a repertoire, you can satisfy the requests of your audience and WOW them with your musical talent!

I believe that musicians are embarrassed when they are asked to play for someone and have to make an awkward excuse for not doing so.  If my contention is correct, and I believe that it is, why not simply maintain your repertoire from memory and be able to play any of these compositions when asked to do so.  Moreover, situations may arise when you decide that you’d like to play for someone.  In either case, you will need to have a prepared repertoire in order to perform.  So, once you have developed a repertoire of musical selections that you can play (from memory), maintain your repertoire by practicing it sufficiently and often, otherwise you may forget the music and it will no longer be a functioning part of your repertoire.
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Remember:  The next time someone asks you to play for them respond by saying, “I’d be happy to play for you.  My first selection will be…………” (You fill in the blank).

Copyright Steve Raybine 2005

2.

